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OHAPTBE VIII.

SABIANS AND  CHRISTIANS  OF  ST.   JOHN.

AMONG the various problems that have vexed the souls
of learned men, few have provoked greater controversy,
or given rise to more fanciful and conflicting theories,
than that connected with the name of Sabian. "What
the Pelasgians and Etruscans have been to classical
commentators, the Letters of Junius and the person-
ality of the Man in the Iron Mask to students of
modern mysteries, the origin, character, and habitat
of the Sabian religion have proved to Oriental writers
and their European followers. To write the history
of the numerous significations which have been
attached .to the word Sabian is to chronicle the
errors of the learned world in it's Oriental depart-
ment ; whilst to denominate anything as " Sabian "
is even less definite than to call it " Turanian."
Omne ignotum pro Turanio has been the maxim of
philologists; and to cast every unknown or problem-
atical creed into the general rubbish-hole of " the
Sabian religion " has been the principle of Orientalists,
The conquered subjects of the Khalifate recognised
this principle, and when they wished ta escape the